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“LEAVEN,’ 


ITS MEANING ACCORDING TO THE WORD OF GOD 


One has been struck when reading various books 
and magazines to and that a certain line of 
thinkers have gone astray on the real meaning 
of this word LEAVEN. 

The writers own its true meaning up to one 
point, that is the one found in Matt. xii, v. 33. 
Everywhere they own it is evil, but here it is 
good. Well, what saith the Scripture of Truth ? 
Let us follow the Divine instruction found in 
TI Tim. ii, v.15. We will now proceed : 

The first mention of Leaven is in Exodus xii, 
y. 15. What is Leaven? It is a microscopic 
vegetable ferment, which grows SO wonderfully 
that its effects permeate the whole mass into 
which it is put, and nothing will stop its erowth 
except fire. You have an example of this in 
pread-making, how it works and how its progress 
;s arrested by fire in the oven. 

Then the answer to this (it is a suitable type 
of the working of every evil in the Church, Saint 
and the World), Exodus xii, is found in I Cor. v, 
verses 7 and 8; the old jeaven is our past history, 
the leaven of malice and wickedness ; it takes the 
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religious form—Matt. xxii, v. 18, and Luke xi, 
v. 39. 

The unleaven bread is not found among those 
who have eaten the Passover ; nor should it be 
found in homes of the Christian (verse 19). So 
it is not only to be kept outside of the Assembly 
but outside our homes as well—every form of 
leaven (evil), for if evil is in Christian homes 
it will be found in the Assembly. Both are to be 
purged right out—that is the Divine Command. 
You have the leaven working in the Corinthians’ 
Assembly (I Cor. v). 

Seven days is our whole period on earth; 
looseness of walk, evil associations and worldliness 
are ruining on all sides the testimony of God’s 
people. Leaven was not to be eaten or allowed 
in the dwelling—it is a type of evil (always and 
only evil), and such evil as slowly and gradually 
works in upon the believer, defiling and destroying 
the vitals of his Christian life. 

Leaven, as a symbol, is always used in Scripture 
for the working of the human element—whether 
mind, or flesh, in the things of God; and hence 
evil. It was strictly forbidden to be burnt in any 
offering made by fire (Lev. ui, v. 11); butin the peace 
offering, besides the unleavened cakes and waiers, 
the offerer was to present leaven bread, which was 
to be eaten, Lev. vii, verses 12, 13: chap xxiu, 
verses 17,.18. Its presence here might seem to 
suggest an exception to the statement that leaven 
always signifies a form of evil; but it is not, for 
the peace offering typifies worship; and there, 
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alas! the worshipper is not entirely free from 
indwelling sin. 

In the parable of the leaven hid.in the meal, it 
also represents the same evil which, in an in- 
sidious way, permeates the mass with which it is 
mixed. Indeed, very solemn words are added 
by the Lord, ‘‘ Till the whole was leavened ” 
(Luke xiii, verses 20, 21). The parable teaches 
the gradually increasing corruption of the Kingdom 
consequent upon its rejection by the rulers of the 
people. The leaven was hidden; it began its 
work then, but the whole will not be leavened 
until we see the Kingdom under the rule of the 
Beast (Matt. xiii, v.33). It shows how corruption 
within will keep pace with corruption without. 
It is only too true a similitude of the Kingdom of 
God, for everywhere evil is spreading therein 
(see II Tim. iii, v. 2, IL Peter ii, and Jude’s 
Epistle). 

In Matt. xvi, verses 6-12, leaven is applied to 
the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees. 
What is the lesson here? Why are we to beware 
of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees ? 
Now if leaven means good, as some tell us or 
write, why beware? Beware of good, that is 
strange, is it not? Again, purge out that which 
is good—surely not? Christians, beware of the 
Leaven of the Pharisees: Hypocrisy (Luke xii, 
v. 1), or Ritualism (or Sacridotalism); Leaven 
of the Sadducees: Rationalism (or Infidelity) ; 
Leaven of Herod: Politics (or Worldliness), 
Mark viii, v. 15. 


If the Christian allows or practises these evils, 
he will not enjoy communion with Christ ; and in 
days like these, when such leavening Demons are 
doing their deadly work amongst men, it becomes 
Christians to watch lest they become defiled by 
such. 

Now it is not so much a question of the person 
as the doctrine, and what do you find to-day : 
catechism, articles of faith, etc., a certain amount 
of the truth of Scripture and doctrine mixed up 
in them, with gross error and as corrupted as can 
be. The Word is cut up so much that this leaven 
gets inserted, and the result is that you cannot 
have the Truth of God as He gave it. 

It is a total mistake to take leaven as meaning 
the eradual extension of the Truth, or the Gospel 
among men or the nations ; nor is the Kingdom 
of Heaven like leaven—it gains its ends by hidden 

ower, bringing all under its good influence ; 
neither is it Il Cor. ie We LO; NEY. xi, v. Lod, 
Luke xvii, verses 20, 21—these Scriptures have 
nothing to do with the leaven whatever. 

There is one mark of difference in the use of 
leaven, and of course the exception proves the 
rule, that in all cases it means evil. Fifty days 
after the presentation of the first-fruits to God— 
that is Christ risen from among the dead—two 
loaves taken with leaven (Lev. xxiii, v. 17) were 
offered. Surely the lesson in this points to the 
presentation of the Church in her state at Pente- 
cost (Acts ii, v. 1). On the fiftieth day after 
Christ arose from among the dead, you have a 


6 


little leaven in the loaves (in Acts v, verses 1-11). 

Now in Matt. xin, v. 33, you have the Greek 
word “‘ Zume,” which occurs thirteen times— 
rather significant, as thirteen is the number of 
rebellion and the work of Satan—and the sugges- 
tion that leaven is a type of evil is strengthened 
by this fact. The three measures of meal points 
us to the perfection of Christ and His Word; 
the hidden leaven points us to man’s corruption 
of the Perfection of Christ and His Truth—a 
corruption for which we have to look not after the 
third century but into the first. 

Church doctrine is not Bible Truth, but it is 
leavened meal; so coming back to Matt. xiii, 
what is the answer to the disciples as to why is 
the Kingdom delayed and the King rejected? 
The answer, ‘“‘“An enemy hath done this ’’—he 
has sown his tares and he also leavens the Truth, 
and so it will work its course until the Anti-Christ 
rises and the corruption completed of the visible 
witness of God. 

So we see from the Word of God that the Lord 
Jesus had no idea of uplifting the masses with the 
permeating influence of the Gospel, so neither 
reformation of doctrine or any new morals will 
bring in the era of peace. Doctrines are more 
corrupt, and will surely spread and leaven the 
whole of the masses. It is undermining the public 
and religion of the day; thousands are drifting 
into infidelity and will finally end in the Apostacy, 
which will be great—everything is corrupt ! 

The modern ideas that the Kingdom is to be 
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set up by the conversion of the world ; the well- 
being of human mankind ; all the efforts of re- 
formers, philanthropists, social ideas; and the 
. efforts of Missionary Societies, have no foundation 
in the Word of God—these parables squash the 
thoughts. The Leaven will all be arrested by 
God’s fire (II Thess. i, verses 7-11). 

I now close with the exhortation, reader, from : 
Titus 4, vi 9, Chap. u, vy. 1, If ‘Tim, ti, vw. 1S: 
‘“‘ T write as to wise men, judge ye what I say.”’ 
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